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Right Now

  
      

 

        

Economy and Jobs Must be our Top Priority

  
      

I am deeply disappointed by the U.S. Department of Labor’s jobs report for June.  The national
unemployment rate has risen to 9.2%, over fourteen million people are without jobs, and job
creation is virtually stagnant.  Behind these troubling figures are heart-wrenching stories of
Americans out of work for months, sometimes years, who are struggling to put food on the table
and pay their mortgage.  My heart goes out to Northern Californians and our fellow citizens
across our nation who are struggling to find work. 

  

House Republicans have been listening and I am supporting a strong jobs-driven agenda that
will get America back to work and help put our economy on the right track.  Now is not the time
to be adding to the burdens with higher taxes and overregulation – it is time for policies that
support America’s entrepreneurs and working families.  Republicans have stepped up to the
plate and offered solutions  that will do just that.  I urge the President and Congressional
Democrats to join us in getting America back on the path to prosperity.

  

Share your thoughts

    
      

 

        

Trade Agreements Finally Moving Forward
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I would like to share some positive news about the long awaited implementation of our trade
agreements with Colombia, Panama, and South Korea.  Last week the House Ways & Means
Committee held a meeting on these pending agreements to move them forward for
Congressional consideration this summer.  Passing these agreements is a cost-free way to
create jobs here at home.  The free-trade agreement with Korea will expand sales of
California-grown fruits, vegetables and other crops. The agreement with Colombia will open up
new markets to California farmers and ranchers, from those producing livestock, fiber or
oilseeds to vegetables, fruits and grains. California dairy farmers, leaders of the national dairy
industry, stand to benefit significantly from the agreement with Panama.  As this process moves
forward, I will continue my full-throated support to open up these foreign markets to get America
back to work and our economy back on track.  For more information, click here .  

  

Share your thoughts

    
      

 

        

Recent Past

  
      

 

          
      

 

          
      

Eliminating Wasteful Ethanol Subsidies
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I want to let you know that I have introduced bipartisan legislation, known as the Ethanol
Subsidy Repeal Act, to immediately repeal the Volumetric Ethanol Excise Tax Credit (VEETC),
as well as the tariff on imported ethanol.  These federal subsidies provide the ethanol industry
with an unfair and undeserved advantage in the energy market and food pricing and are among
the worst examples of special-interest politics in the government.  The subsidies distort the
economy by diverting corn away from feedstock, raising costs for farmers and ranchers and
ultimately for consumers.  Not surprisingly, both the Government Accountability Office and the
Congressional Budget Office have concluded that the ethanol tax credit is wasteful and
duplicative.   

  

Any industry touched by higher corn prices, from grocery stores, farms, ranches, and many
others, is forced to cut back in other areas. Many of these industries have a strong presence in
the North State and we need to level the playing field.  I believe that abolishing the wasteful
ethanol subsidy is a key aspect of moving toward a simpler and fairer tax system.  Whether
through passage of the Ethanol Subsidy Repeal Act or through broader reforms under
consideration at Ways and Means, I will continue to fight to ensure that Congress eliminates the
ethanol giveaways once and for all. 

  

Share your thoughts

    
      

 

        

Dire Medicare Finances Calls for Immediate Action 

  
      

I recently chaired a hearing on the 2011 Medicare Trustees Report, which indicated that the
Medicare program will go bankrupt five years earlier than last year’s estimate as the chart
indicates.  Below you will find an excerpt from my opening statement from the hearing where I
express the need for prompt action to save and strengthen Medicare.
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          “My hope is that this hearing will help the nation come to grips with the extent of the financialproblems facing Medicare.  We cannot wish it away or ignore it, as some have chosen to do, ordemagogue it away.  Medicare is fast going broke, and no amount of speechmaking orpositioning for political gain is going to change that fact.  Some may not like the plan we’veoffered, but the critics have the responsibility of proposing solutions.  I also call on the Presidentto step forward and play a leading role.  While the 2011 Trustees Report issued a fundingwarning that the general revenue contribution to Medicare’s financing is excessive, thePresident has failed to recommend improvements in response to this trigger.  There will alwaysbe a next election and a temptation to put politics above responsibility and problem solving. But, as the Medicare Trustees warn, the time to act is short and growing shorter.”  Share your thoughts                           Justice Department Agencies Allowed Drug Traffickers Easy Access to Weapons          A report recently issued by Congressman Darrell Issa and Senator Chuck Grassley regardingthe Justice Department’s Operation Fast and Furious offers troubling details about the Bureauof Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF) program with multiple other agencies inwhich they allowed gun purchasers for drug trafficking organizations to obtain weapons,tracking the serial numbers of those guns instead of stopping the purchasers. The intention ofthe program was apparently to catch top leaders in drug trafficking, but this strategy completelyfailed in its objective as dozens of weapons left the ATF’s surveillance because of this gunwalking without anyone higher than the known purchasers being arrested.  This is absolutelyunacceptable.  Operation Fast and Furious has been discovered and investigated since severalATF agents blew the whistle on the project after the tragic death of U.S. Border Patrol AgentBrian Terry at the hand of someone using one of the guns ATF allowed to walk. I am deeplyconcerned that the Justice Department was allowing dangerous criminals easy access toweapons on the border. I support the investigation and holding those responsible who orderedthis ill-conceived operation and I will continue to closely monitor this issue as it develops.  Share your thoughts                   Northern California News and Events                                                   Small Business Walk and Talk         I recently had the opportunity to join with Frank Strazzarino, CEO of the Greater ReddingChamber of Commerce, in visiting several small businesses.   This was an excellent opportunityto hear directly from key local employers regarding what Washington needs to do in order tofoster conditions that are conducive to job growth.  Kip Rickel, who employs nearly 100 peoplein Redding, told me that it is difficult to plan for growth and expansion when the Presidentoutlines plans for tax increases.  He further noted that current tax law severely restricts hisability to sell one type of business and launch another.  He urged me to remove the economichandcuffs so that he can continue to grow new businesses and hire more employees.  Smallbusinesses are the main engine of job creation, and the owners of these small businesses needcertainty as they are making plans in an already difficult economy.  They want Washington toreduce spending, not increase taxes.            

          I was also impressed by the outstanding medical care provided at Dr. Mohammed Khan’sCardiovascular Center.  Dr. Khan and his team are doing extraordinary work, but enormousamounts of staff time and energy are eaten up in complying with often redundant andunnecessary regulations.  In my capacity as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Health, I will belooking for ways to streamline bureaucratic processes to make them much more workable in thereal world.  The input I get from local medical providers is extremely helpful as I seek to bringregulatory relief to the medical field.          
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          Share your thoughts            Visiting Patients Hospital in Redding  I had the privilege of meeting with Dr. James Tate, his son Dr. Randy Tate, and his staff atPatients Hospital recently in Redding.  Dr. Tate started the hospital 20 years ago with a vision ofproviding exceptional care for his patients and to recreate a home environment where patientscould feel comfortable.   Dr. Tate shared with me his frustrations with the onerous regulationsthat make it difficult for him to care for his patients.  He was also very concerned with the lowand uncertain reimbursements from Medicare and Medi-Cal.  Lastly he explained his manyconcerns with Obamacare and the threat that it poses to healthcare providers.  The PatientsHospital employees I spoke with all agreed – the President’s health care plan must be repealedif there is any hope for healthcare in America to continue to thrive and innovate in the years tocome.   

   Share your thoughts          4th of July CelebrationsI enjoyed celebrating the Fourth of July and visiting with Northern Californians at several different festivities, including at the Shasta District Fairgrounds in Anderson and at Bidwell One Mile Park.  At Bidwell, I had the opportunity to offer some remarks on what America’s Independence Day means to me.  You can read the full comments here .  I hope that you and your family had a chance to reflect on our Independence Day and what it has meant to the cause of human freedom across the globe for 235 years.

 5 / 6

https://forms.house.gov/herger/webforms/e_contactzipauth.html
https://forms.house.gov/herger/webforms/e_contactzipauth.html
http://herger.house.gov/images/stories/pdf/july42011speech-website.pdf


June 2011

Share your thoughts        
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